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teachings. In Turkey and Egypt the veil is going,
because of the realization that purdah restricts the
intellectual development of women.
" I say/' said the Aga Khan, " that this cause
has brought the modern Muslim society down to its
present low level of intellect and character. How
low we have fallen one can easily find out by com-
paring Muslim general intelligence with even the
most backward of Slav-European States/' His High-
ness said that a quarter of a century ago. That
appreciation of Muslim society, then so lamentably
true, would not be applicable to-day, and the Aga
Khan has been greatly responsible for the upward
movement.
So low was the then state of Muslim thought that
the Aga Khan was even constrained to declare that
anything like popular self-government would be
umuited to the conditions of India* At that time
this criticism was also true, but His Highness has
considerably modified his views since then, and he
took a keen personal part in the last scries of Round
Table Conferences on the constitution of India which.
were held in London in St. James's Palace.
A lesser man, or one who had not come to a correct
appraisal of values, could not have achieved so much,
for the Aga Khan, when he set out to rouse the
Muslims of India, was treading on dangerous ground.
His appeal was issued not only to the Shiahs, but to
the entire Muslim community, and the Aga Khan
was dealing with very inflammable material
He was out to rouse, but when the movement was
initiated it had to be kept in check* He succeeded